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                   ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE ANTHROPOCENE 
   Nathanaël Wallenhorst, Christoph Wulf (Eds.) 

Guidelines for Authors 

Introduction 

These guidelines for authors have been compiled to help you to write and submit your contribution. They are 
designed to make your job simpler and faster, to reduce possible corrections and thus save you time. Please 
take the time to read them carefully. Please note the encyclopedia’s manuscript submission and development 
website: https://meteor.springer.com/anthropocene 

Everything at a glance 

Aims and scope • Tertiary literature (digested knowledge/established information in 
the field) 

• Each contribution if a stand-alone chapter 

Authors • Small number of authors (we advise no more than two per chapter) 

Length of text • Between 1,000 and 10,000 words in length excluding figures and 
references  

Structure  
 
(Please note that not all 
entries will use ALL of these 
headers. Optional headers are 
noted. All others are required. 
You may add sub-headers, but 
please do NOT change the 
main headers that you use.) 

• Entry title 
• Authors: Please include the name of all article authors in the correct 

order with their affiliations in the manuscript and mark who is to be 
the corresponding author. (Changes in authorship are not permitted 
after submission. Please make sure to include the correct details of 
authors in your manuscript at submission or inform Springer 
beforehand). 

• Synonyms (if possible – synonymous terms associated with the 
title/subject of your entry)   

• Introduction (to introduce the reader to the subject) 
• Main Text (Please rename this heading and add your own 

subheadings) 
• Conclusion 
• Cross-References (to other related articles within the encyclopedia) 
• References (should be restricted to a maximum of 20)  

Heading levels • Do not use more than 3 heading levels 
• Clearly identify each level (using numbering or formatting)  
• Never skip a heading level  

Reference citation • Name/Year 

References • Include a reference list at the end of each chapter with 20 references 
maximum.  

• Include all works that are cited in the article and that have been. 
published (including on the Internet) or accepted for publication.  

• Do not use footnotes/endnotes as a substitute for a reference list. 

Personal communications and 
unpublished works 

• To be mentioned in the text  
• Do not use footnotes  

Reference style • Springer Humanities Style (see below) 

Figures/tables/permissions • Add figures and tables with caption 

https://meteor.springer.com/anthropocene
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 • Obtain permission for all copyrighted content and mention © in 
caption (with permission of /courtesy of …) 

Chapter Specifications 

1) General Remarks 
Scope of the encyclopedia. The Anthropocene is a conceptual tool at the crossroads of several disciplinary 
fields: (1) geology and stratigraphy, of course; (2) Earth system sciences; (3) but also all the different disciplinary 
fields of the humanities and social sciences, all of which are now proposing their conceptualisation of the 
Anthropocene. The proposed Encyclopedia of a pluriversal Anthropocene (i.e. multi-diverse) articulates the 
biogeophysical knowledge of the Anthropocene as well as the socio-political knowledge. It is understood that 
in the conception of the Anthropocene that structures this Encyclopedia of a pluriversal Anthropocene, we give 
primacy to the paradigm of rupture that gives meaning to current biogeophysical research on the Anthropocene 
(i.e. that tomorrow is not an extension of today, given the possibility of crossing a tipping point) and to the 
paradigm of pluriversality, referring to the cohabitation of worlds. 

Contribution level. Our aim is to publish a work of tertiary literature, which provides summarized 
information derived from primary or secondary sources, not an original article. As such it contains digested 
knowledge in an easily accessible format. Please do not use this article as an opportunity to publish 
(exclusively) your own scientific work (primary literature). Rather, the current state of literature should be 
summarized including also possible review articles. As in any other scientific article, proper references are 
needed to the original articles or review articles. Content therefore consists of established information in a 
particular field.  

The level of contributions should be such that a graduate student can benefit from a contribution which is not 
from his or her area of expertise. Each contribution should stand on its own without an assumption that a 
reader will be seeing any other portion of the work. 

Language. Use complete sentences when writing your text. Contributions should not contain first-person 
language such as “we have”, “our graph shows”, “I found” or “you have” etc. Avoid colloquial language as well 
as unnecessary foreign terms. Names, terms, abbreviations, etc. should be spelled consistently throughout the 
whole text (including figures and tables). Explain all the acronyms and abbreviations you use in your 
contribution. We suggest that authors whose native tongue is not English ask an English-speaking co-worker 
for assistance. Any words or phrases in other languages should be transliterated to English and translated as 
necessary.  

File format. You can send us your entry in Microsoft Word.  

Length of text. Try to limit your manuscript to the requested length: 1,000 to 10,000 words in length 

This range excludes figures and references and should follow the internal structure indicated below. Please 
feel free to add tables and figures.  

2) Structure 
In order to ensure a user-friendly, coherent and comprehensive appearance, and to guarantee a smooth 
publication process and a seamless transformation of your manuscript into the final layout and various 
electronic formats (e.g., HTML for online publication, ePub for e-book readers), please adhere to the following 
article structures and do clearly define and organize the elements of your contribution:  

• Entry title 
• Authors: Please include the name of all article authors in the correct order with their affiliations in the 

manuscript and mark who is to be the corresponding author.  
• Synonyms (if possible – synonymous terms associated with the title/subject of your entry)   
• Introduction (to introduce the reader to the subject) 
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• Main Text (Please rename this heading and add your own subheadings) 
• Conclusion 
• Cross-References (to other related articles in the encyclopedia) 
• References (should be restricted to a maximum of 20)  

Please do not modify this structure in order to ensure a user-friendly, coherent and comprehensive 
appearance, and to guarantee a smooth publication process and a seamless transformation of your 
manuscript into the final layout and various electronic formats (e.g., HTML for online publication, 
ePub for e-book readers). You are free, though, to add subheadings within the headings provided. 

3) Preparation of the Manuscript 
Authors and co-authors – affiliation – sequence – corresponding. For Encyclopedias, Springer prefers to 
have a small number of authors for each contribution. If you want to include a co-author, please inform 
Springer before submission. 

Please include the name of all article authors in the correct order with their affiliations in the manuscript and 
mark who is to be the corresponding author. Authorship changes are not permitted after a chapter has been 
submitted. 

Headings and heading levels. Please don’t use more than 3 heading levels. Heading levels should be clearly 
identified and each level should be numbered or uniquely and consistently formatted. 

Never skip a heading level. The only exceptions are run-in headings which can be used at any hierarchical level. 

Layout. Do not worry about the final layout, as this will be performed by Springer during the typesetting 
and proofing stage. In order to accentuate special parts of the text please use italic type. You may use standard 
characters to indicate a numbered or unnumbered list but please do not use any other layout elements such as 
indentations, auto-formatted bullet points, additional spaces, tab stops, clipart, etc. 

Figures. Please feel free to provide figures and tables in full color or black & white. Figures are welcome in any 
standard format (jpg, tif, ppt, eps …). If possible, please provide the original figure in high resolution (300 dpi 
minimum) to be submitted as separate file. All figure files should be numbered as follows: “contribution title, 
fig1.tif”, etc. Please insert the file name of the figure as well as an explanatory legend underneath the 
paragraph which refers to the figure (but do not insert the legend into the figure). All 
symbols/abbreviations used in figures should be defined in the legends. In case you are using figures from 
other sources, please provide the correct copyright information in the legend and refer to obtained 
permission. 

Tables. Please use only the table function in Microsoft Word for the creation of tables. You will find this 
function in the tool bar under Table  Insert  Table. Tables are integrated into the text underneath the 
paragraph in which they are referred to. All tables should be numbered for each contribution (1, 2, 3 …). Please 
provide a title and explanatory legend for each table. All the symbols/abbreviations used in tables should be 
defined in the legend. 

Abbreviations. Abbreviations, other than those very commonly used, must be defined at first use. Also, 
please use the following abbreviations: Fig./Figs. for Figure/Figures, and Eq./Eqs. for Equation/Equations; the 
word ‘table’ is not abbreviated. 

• Special characters. Do not use graphics or your equation editor to insert single characters in running 
text. Take characters from your standard fonts such as Symbol. Furthermore, try to use the same 
characters as symbols in graphics and in the text or legend. 

• Equations/formulas. Supply LaTeX (and accompanying PDF).  Alternatively, if you are writing in 
Word please use the Equation Editor for equations. Please use numbers for equations, e.g. (Eq. 13). 
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4) Reference Citations 
Cited references in the text should be included in name/year. 

5) Reference List 
• Include a reference list at the end of each article so that readers of single articles of the eBook can 

make full use of the citations.  
• Include all works that are cited in the article and that have been published (including on the Internet) 

or accepted for publication. Personal communications and unpublished works should only be 
mentioned in the text. Do not use footnotes as a substitute for a reference list. 

• Entries in the list must be listed alphabetically.  

The rules for alphabetization are: 

• First, all works by the author alone, ordered chronologically by year of publication. 
• Next, all works by the author with a coauthor, ordered alphabetically by coauthor. 
• Finally, all works by the author with several coauthors, ordered chronologically by year of publication. 

Tip 
– For authors using EndNote software to create the reference list, Springer provides output styles that support 
the formatting of in-text citations and reference list. 
► EndNote software: Springer reference styles 
– For authors using BiBTeX, the style files are included in Springer’s LaTeX package. 

 

Reference style. Please use Springer Humantities style in your reference list. “For examples, see the 
detailed information for the Springer Humanities style at the end of this document“.  

6) Permissions 
• If excerpts from copyrighted works (including websites) such as illustrations, tables, animations, or text 

quotations are included in your manuscript, please obtain permission from the copyright holder (usually 
the original publisher) for both the print and online format. 

• Some publishers such as Springer have entrusted the Copyright Clearance Center in the US to manage the 
copyright permission procedure on their behalf. Please contact RightsLink for further information. 
Alternatively, Springer can provide you with a template to use when requesting permissions. 

• Please comply with the instructions stipulated in the permission(s) concerning acknowledgements or 
credit lines within your manuscript (e.g., reference to the copyright holder in captions) and keep the 
written confirmation of the permission in your possession with the copy of your manuscript. 

• Please be aware that some publishers do not always grant right of reproduction for free due to different 
reasons. Springer will not be able to refund any costs that may have been incurred in receiving these 
permissions. As an alternative, material from other sources should be used. 

• For more information, please see the Rights and Permissions section on springer.com 

7) Due Date.  
Please note the submission due date in your formal invitation to Meteor. If you need to adjust the 
date or require an extension, please reach out to Springer.  

 

https://www.springer.com/de/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/manuscript-preparation/5636
https://www.springer.com/de/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/manuscript-preparation/5636
http://www.copyright.com/
https://www.springer.com/de/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/obtaining-permissions/5638
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Your Contact at Springer 

Please address all correspondence to: 
Saskia Ellis 

saskia.ellis.consultant@springer.com 

 

Responsible Editor at Springer: 
Michael Hermann 

Springer Major Reference Works 
Michael.hermann@springer.com 
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